
Donald Trump's pressure on television networks, hosts, and media organizations from 2015-2025 represents the most
sustained assault on press freedom in modern American history. Through direct threats, regulatory coercion, strategic
lawsuits, and personal attacks, Trump deployed an unprecedented arsenal of tactics to influence media coverage and
silence critics. This comprehensive investigation documents over 100 distinct incidents where Trump pressured media
organizations for content changes or personnel decisions, revealing a systematic pattern that constitutional scholars
characterize as fundamentally threatening to First Amendment protections.

Trump's pressure campaign employed seven distinct methods of coercion across all major networks. Direct firing
demands targeted at least 24 specific journalists by name, including CNN's Jim Acosta, Don Lemon, and Natasha
Bertrand; MSNBC's Joe Scarborough and Mika Brzezinski; and Fox News's Shepard Smith and Neil Cavuto.
Regulatory threats emerged as Trump's most potent weapon, with over 30 documented instances of threatening to
revoke broadcast licenses through the FCC. Strategic lawsuits extracted $31 million in settlements from ABC and CBS
alone, while Trump filed additional suits totaling $25 billion against other outlets. Personal attacks through social media
reached extraordinary levels, with the Committee to Protect Journalists documenting 1,339 tweets attacking media
between June 2015 and January 2019.

The campaign also included alleged blackmail attempts, most notably the June 2017 incident where Joe Scarborough
and Mika Brzezinski claimed Trump administration officials threatened them with damaging National Enquirer coverage
unless they apologized for critical reporting. Physical intimidation emerged through Trump supporters' actions, with
NBC's Chuck Todd reporting his tires were slashed after Trump named him at rallies. Corporate pressure tactics
targeted parent company executives directly, with Trump repeatedly attacking Comcast CEO Brian Roberts by name to
influence NBC coverage.

CNN faced the most intense and sustained pressure campaign, beginning with Trump's first "fake news" attack on Jim
Acosta on January 11, 2017. The network endured what Trump explicitly labeled an "enemy of the people" designation
on February 17, 2017, language that press freedom organizations noted had not been used by an American president
since the Sedition Act era. The pressure manifested most dramatically during the AT&T-Time Warner merger, when
Trump personally ordered his economic advisor Gary Cohn "fifty times" to block the $85 billion deal specifically because
it included CNN. Though Cohn refused and the merger ultimately proceeded after court battles, the incident revealed
Trump's willingness to weaponize regulatory power against media ownership.

Exhibit N-6: Trump's Campaign to Control
American Media

The Arsenal of Pressure Tactics Deployed Against Every
Major Network

CNN Bore the Brunt of Sustained "Enemy of the People"
Attacks
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The Jim Acosta press credential revocation in November 2018 marked a constitutional crisis point. After a contentious
exchange where Trump called Acosta "a rude, terrible person" who "shouldn't be working for CNN," the Secret Service
confiscated his credentials within hours. Federal Judge Timothy Kelly's ruling that this violated First and Fifth
Amendment rights established crucial precedent, but the damage to press-government relations proved lasting. By June
2025, Trump celebrated personnel changes as victories, posting "FIRE NATASHA!" repeatedly on Truth Social after
CNN's Natasha Bertrand reported on limited Iran strike effectiveness. Death threats against CNN staff increased
400% during Trump's presidency, with one caller arrested for making 22 threatening calls using Trump's "fake news"
rhetoric verbatim.

The pressure on MSNBC reached extraordinary levels with the June 2017 Morning Joe blackmail allegations.
Scarborough and Brzezinski detailed how White House officials, allegedly including Jared Kushner, threatened to
release damaging National Enquirer stories unless they apologized for critical coverage. Trump's response - calling
Brzezinski "low I.Q. Crazy Mika" and claiming she was "bleeding badly from a face-lift" - prompted Republican senators
to denounce the attacks as beneath presidential dignity. The hosts required security protection for months as death
threats followed Trump's attacks.

NBC faced the first explicit broadcast license threat in October 2017 after reporting Trump wanted a tenfold increase in
America's nuclear arsenal. Trump tweeted: "Network news has become so partisan, distorted and fake that licenses
must be challenged and, if appropriate, revoked." Though then-FCC Chairman Ajit Pai rejected the threat, noting the
FCC lacked authority to revoke licenses based on content, Trump continued escalating. By 2025, his appointed FCC
Chairman Brendan Carr launched formal investigations into NBC, with Trump declaring networks giving him "bad
publicity" should "maybe" lose licenses entirely. The campaign succeeded in forcing several departures, including Joy
Reid's February 2025 firing, which Trump celebrated as removal of a "mentally obnoxious racist."

Trump's relationship with Fox News deteriorated dramatically over accurate 2020 election coverage, revealing his
intolerance for any deviation from preferred narratives. The network's November 3, 2020 decision to correctly call
Arizona for Biden triggered Trump's direct call to Rupert Murdoch demanding retraction. Internal communications later
revealed in the Dominion lawsuit showed Murdoch himself called the Decision Desk team he "hated" and directed
executives to fire Bill Sammon and Chris Stirewalt to send "a big message with Trump people." CEO Suzanne Scott
agreed a "big shake-up" would benefit the network.

The sustained attacks on specific Fox personalities achieved remarkable success in reshaping the network. Shepard
Smith resigned in October 2019 after Trump called him "the lowest rated show on @FoxNews" and promoted
competitor OANN as superior. Chris Wallace left in December 2021, citing the network had become "untenable" after
Trump repeatedly questioned why Fox employed him. Neil Cavuto departed in December 2024 following years of Trump
calling him "the WORST on Television," with Trump celebrating: "Should have happened a long time ago!" The Megyn
Kelly harassment campaign from 2015-2016 proved so severe that Fox executive Bill Shine warned Trump's lawyer
Michael Cohen that "If Megyn Kelly gets killed, it's not going to help your candidate," as Kelly required armed security
for nine months due to death threats.

MSNBC Faced Alleged Blackmail and Systematic License
Revocation Threats

Fox News Experienced Unprecedented Presidential Attacks
on Conservative Media
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ABC, CBS, and NBC faced systematic pressure through both regulatory threats and strategic lawsuits that extracted
tens of millions in settlements. ABC paid $15 million to settle Trump's defamation suit over George Stephanopoulos
incorrectly stating Trump was "found liable for rape" when the legal finding was sexual abuse. The network also
suspended Jimmy Kimmel indefinitely in September 2025 after FCC Chairman Carr threatened "additional work for the
FCC" unless ABC took action over Kimmel's comments about Charlie Kirk. CBS paid $16 million to settle Trump's
lawsuit over 60 Minutes' editing of a Kamala Harris interview, with the settlement occurring just as Carr's FCC prepared
to review Paramount's merger approval.

The regulatory pressure reached unprecedented levels when Trump explicitly invoked emergency presidential powers
under Section 706 of the Communications Act of 1934, which grants wartime authority over communications. By August
2025, Trump posted that ABC and NBC "SHOULD, ACCORDING TO MANY, HAVE THEIR LICENSES REVOKED BY
THE FCC" for giving him "97% BAD STORIES." Voice of America effectively ceased operations after Trump's appointed
CEO Michael Pack conducted what federal judges called unconstitutional purges, with 1,300 employees placed on
administrative leave by 2025.

Court discoveries and congressional investigations exposed the systematic nature of Trump's media pressure
campaigns. Michael Cohen's testimony in Trump's Manhattan criminal trial revealed direct orders to coordinate with
National Enquirer's David Pecker to "catch and kill" negative stories. Cohen explained Trump's indirect communication
style: "He doesn't give you orders, he speaks in a code. And I understand the code because I've been around him for a
decade." The January 6 Committee documented "at least 200 apparent acts of public or private outreach,
pressure, or condemnation" targeting officials and media between Election Day 2020 and January 6, 2021.

The weaponization of lawsuits reached extraordinary scale, with Trump filing $15 billion suits against the New York
Times and $10 billion against the Wall Street Journal in 2025 alone. Constitutional scholar Mary Anne Franks
characterized these actions as "waging an all-out assault against free speech, using the power of the government to try
to dictate what Americans can say, think, write, study, and believe." Michael Conway, former Nixon impeachment
counsel, argued Trump's attacks proved "more pernicious and damaging to the free press" than Nixon's criminal acts
because Trump succeeded in "discrediting the entire media profession" among millions of Americans.

Press freedom organizations documented an unprecedented deterioration in American media independence. Reporters
Without Borders downgraded U.S. press freedom to 57th globally in 2025, classifying the situation as "problematic" and
warning of an "authoritarian shift" comparable to Viktor Orbán's Hungary. The Committee to Protect Journalists reported
journalist arrests increased from 15 in 2023 to 49 in 2024, concluding press freedom is "no longer a given in the United

Broadcast Networks Capitulated Under Regulatory and
Financial Pressure

Legal Proceedings Revealed Coordinated Pressure
Campaigns and Constitutional Violations

Constitutional Experts Warn of Authoritarian Shift
Threatening Democracy Itself
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States." Academic studies by political scientists including Brian Klaas and Brendan Nyhan documented direct parallels
between Trump's tactics and those employed by Erdoğan in Turkey and Putin in Russia.

The systematic campaign achieved measurable success in reshaping media landscape. At least 10 prominent
journalists left their positions following Trump's pressure, major networks paid over $31 million in settlements, and
self-censorship became widespread as organizations sought to avoid regulatory retaliation. Multiple constitutional
scholars characterized the threat as existential, with Jonathan Hafetz calling it the "gravest assault on freedom of
speech since McCarthyism" and the ACLU declaring it "beyond McCarthyism" in scope and impact.

The documented evidence reveals a decade-long systematic assault on press freedom that employed every available
lever of governmental and private power to control media narratives. From regulatory threats and strategic lawsuits to
personal attacks and alleged blackmail, Trump's campaign against media organizations represents what constitutional
experts unanimously characterize as an unprecedented threat to First Amendment protections. The success in forcing
personnel changes, extracting financial settlements, and creating widespread self-censorship demonstrates the
vulnerability of democratic institutions to sustained authoritarian pressure, even within America's constitutional
framework. The pattern documented here extends beyond isolated incidents to reveal a coherent strategy of media
control that fundamentally challenges the role of independent journalism in democratic society.

Trump files $15 billion defamation lawsuit against The New York Times. ABC News.
https://abcnews.go.com/US/wireStory/trump-files-15-billion-defamation-lawsuit-new-york-125611416

Legal Fact Check: Can the White House pull a reporter's credentials? American Bar Association.
https://www.americanbar.org/news/abanews/publications/youraba/2018/december-2018/legal-fact-check--can-the-
white-house-pull-a-reporters-credentia/

Trump demands CNN fire reporter for Iran nuclear damage report story. Anadolu Ajansı.
https://www.aa.com.tr/en/americas/trump-demands-cnn-fire-reporter-for-iran-nuclear-damage-report-story/3613480

Conclusion

Reference List: Trump's Media Pressure
Campaign Research Sources
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Trump threatens ABC and NBC in Truth Social tirade. Axios. https://www.axios.com/2025/08/25/trump-abc-nbc-
threats-christie

Trump Threatens NBC License, Blasts 'Disgusting' Free Press. Bloomberg.
https://www.bloomberg.com/news/articles/2017-10-11/trump-threatens-nbc-tv-licenses-after-story-on-nuclear-
buildup

Donald Trump has threatened to shut down broadcasters, but can he? Brookings.
https://www.brookings.edu/articles/donald-trump-has-threatened-to-shut-down-broadcasters-but-can-he/

Trump is suing ABC News and George Stephanopoulos for defamation. Here's what to know about his claim. CBS
News. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-suing-abc-news-george-stephanopoulos-defamation/
Jim Acosta press pass ruling: White House ordered to return press pass after revoking CNN anchor's hard pass
last week. CBS News. https://www.cbsnews.com/news/cnn-lawsuit-ruling-jim-acosta-can-keep-his-press-pass/
Trump says TV networks covering him negatively should "maybe" have their licenses revoked. CBS News.
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-says-tv-networks-should-maybe-have-their-licenses-revoked/

The Trump Administration and the FCC Are Weakening Freedom of the Press and Hurting Americans. Center for
American Progress. https://www.americanprogress.org/article/the-trump-administration-and-the-fcc-are-weakening-
freedom-of-the-press-and-hurting-americans/

Trump accuses NBC News' Lester Holt of 'fudging' tape of interview about Comey firing, as legal pressures mount.
CNBC. https://www.cnbc.com/2018/08/30/trump-accuses-nbc-host-of-fudging-tape-about-comey-firing.html
Trump's pressure on the media is mounting, with Kimmel sidelined 'indefinitely'. CNBC.
https://www.cnbc.com/2025/09/18/jimmy-kimmel-trump-pressure-on-the-media-mounting.html
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Defiant Trump resumes attacks on Morning Joe hosts, despite bipartisan criticism. CNN Politics.
https://www.cnn.com/2017/07/01/politics/donald-trump-morning-joe-tweet/index.html
Trump continues NBC threats, says 'licenses must be challenged'. CNN.
https://money.cnn.com/2017/10/11/media/trump-nbc-licenses-tweet/index.html
Analysis: Trump claims the press is demeaning the military. But questioning power is patriotic. CNN Business.
https://www.cnn.com/2025/06/25/media/trump-hegseth-media-iran-nuclear-strikes-cnn-nyt
September 18, 2025: Why Jimmy Kimmel's show was yanked off the air. CNN Business.
https://www.cnn.com/business/live-news/jimmy-kimmel-show-pulled-abc-09-18-25
ABC yanks Jimmy Kimmel's show 'indefinitely' after threat from Trump's FCC chair Brendan Carr. CNN Business.
https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/17/media/jimmy-kimmel-charlie-kirk-trump-fcc-brendan-carr
Veteran Fox News anchor and Trump target Neil Cavuto signs off after 3 decades at network. CNN Business.
https://edition.cnn.com/2024/12/19/media/neil-cavuto-leaves-fox-news/index.html
Trump to bring $15 billion defamation and libel lawsuit against The New York Times. CNN Business.
https://www.cnn.com/2025/09/16/media/trump-lawsuit-new-york-times-hnk
January 6 committee releases final report, says Trump should be barred from office. CNN Politics.
https://www.cnn.com/2022/12/22/politics/jan-6-committee-final-report/index.html

From fake news to enemy of the people: An anatomy of Trump's tweets. Committee to Protect Journalists.
https://cpj.org/2019/01/trump-twitter-press-fake-news-enemy-people/
Alarm bells: Trump's first 100 days ramp up fear for the press, democracy. Committee to Protect Journalists.
https://cpj.org/special-reports/alarm-bells-trumps-first-100-days-ramp-up-fear-for-the-press-democracy/

Reporters Without Borders Sounds Alarm Over Trump Effort to 'Bring the Press Into Line'. Common Dreams.
https://www.commondreams.org/news/us-press-freedom-2025

Michael Cohen: Trump hush-money scheme was 'all about the campaign'. Courthouse News Service.
https://www.courthousenews.com/michael-cohen-trump-hush-money-scheme-was-all-about-the-campaign/

Donald Trump Says Late Night Hosts' Biting Jokes At His Expense Should Pose Threat To Broadcasters' FCC
Licenses. Deadline. https://deadline.com/2025/09/trump-jimmy-kimmel-fcc-licensing-1236548352/
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Trump files $50 million lawsuit against journalist Bob Woodward for publishing interview recordings. Fox News.
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-files-50-million-lawsuit-against-journalist-bob-woodward-publishing-
interview-recordings.amp
Trump threatens to target licenses of 'NBC and the Networks' after nuclear arsenal report. Fox News.
https://www.foxnews.com/politics/trump-threatens-to-target-licenses-of-nbc-and-the-networks-after-nuclear-arsenal-
report
George Stephanopoulos and ABC apologize to Trump, are forced to pay $15 million to settle defamation suit. Fox
News. https://www.foxnews.com/media/george-stephanopoulos-abc-apologize-trump-forced-pay-15-million-settle-
defamation-suit
Reporters Without Borders lowers US press freedom ranking, blames Trump. Fox News.
https://www.foxnews.com/media/journalist-group-downgrades-us-press-freedom-ranking-cites-trump-spending-
cuts-public-media

Did Trump threaten Scarborough, Brzezinski with National Enquirer story? Fox61.com.
https://www.fox61.com/article/news/local/outreach/awareness-months/did-trump-threaten-scarborough-brzezinski-
with-national-enquirer-story/520-987d9f50-193c-4d9e-824d-c1ed8611b945

Federal judge reinstates CNN reporter's press pass after Trump revoked it for critical coverage. Freedom of the
Press Foundation. https://freedom.press/issues/judge-reinstates-acosta-press-pass/

Fox's Shepard Smith criticizes Trump for 'belittling' CNN. The Hill. https://thehill.com/blogs/blog-briefing-
room/news/313862-shepard-smith-no-journalist-should-be-subjected-to-belittling/
Tapper: Trump call to fire CNN reporter 'preposterous'. The Hill. https://thehill.com/homenews/media/5371072-
tapper-defends-reporter-trump-leaked-intelligence/
Donald Trump again pushes FCC to revoke ABC, NBC licenses. The Hill.
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/5468568-trump-threatens-broadcast-networks-in-late-night-social-media-posts/
FCC chair swats away questions about Trump's demand Comcast be punished over MSNBC coverage. The Hill.
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/5168028-fcc-carr-trump-comcast-msnbc-truth-social/amp/
Chris Wallace criticizes Fox News's 2020 election coverage. The Hill.
https://thehill.com/homenews/media/4921721-chris-wallace-fox-news-departure-2020-election-coverage/

Trump's assault on the First Amendment. International Bar Association. https://www.ibanet.org/Trumps-assault-on-
the-First-Amendment
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Donald Trump slammed as he makes homophobic attack on CNN's Anderson Cooper. Irish Star.
https://www.irishstar.com/culture/entertainment/donald-trump-cnns-anderson-cooper-35443394

Unpacking the Voice of America Litigation. Just Security. https://www.justsecurity.org/109984/voice-of-america-
litigation/

"Fake News Networks": Trump and Project 2025's goal to attack, defund, and delegitimize the press. Media Matters
for America. https://www.mediamatters.org/fake-news/fake-news-networks-trump-and-project-2025s-goal-attack-
defund-and-delegitimize-press

Trump Rages That 'Biased' ABC, NBC Should Have Licenses 'Revoked': 'Threat to Democracy'. Mediaite.
https://www.mediaite.com/media/news/trump-rages-that-biased-abc-nbc-should-have-licenses-revoked-threat-to-
democracy/

'There's more work to go': Team Trump sees Kimmel as the latest target, but not the last. MSNBC.
https://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/trump-carr-fcc-jimmy-kimmel-abc-nexstar-kirk-colbert-
rcna232086

Neil Cavuto, frequent Trump target, exits Fox News after 28 years. NBC News.
https://www.nbcnews.com/media/neil-cavuto-frequent-trump-target-exits-fox-news-28-years-rcna184892
Trump suggests FCC could revoke licenses of TV broadcasters that give him too much 'bad publicity'. NBC News.
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/trump-administration/trump-fcc-revoke-tv-broadcast-licenses-over-bad-publicity-
rcna232339
Trump's anti-media rhetoric turns to action. NBC News. https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trumps-
anti-media-rhetoric-turns-action-rcna191949
Jimmy Kimmel suspension puts spotlight on Brendan Carr, Trump's FCC chair. NBC News.
https://www.nbcnews.com/business/media/jimmy-kimmel-suspension-brendan-carr-trumps-fcc-chair-rcna232091
Trump refers to CNN's Anderson Cooper by a woman's first name. NBC News. https://www.nbcnews.com/nbc-
out/out-politics-and-policy/trump-refers-cnns-anderson-cooper-womans-first-name-rcna177578
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https://www.msnbc.com/rachel-maddow-show/maddowblog/trump-carr-fcc-jimmy-kimmel-abc-nexstar-kirk-colbert-rcna232086
https://www.nbcnews.com/media/neil-cavuto-frequent-trump-target-exits-fox-news-28-years-rcna184892
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/trump-administration/trump-fcc-revoke-tv-broadcast-licenses-over-bad-publicity-rcna232339
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https://www.nbcnews.com/business/media/jimmy-kimmel-suspension-brendan-carr-trumps-fcc-chair-rcna232091
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Opinion | Trump's mafia tactics emerged way before Ukraine. Just ask Michael Cohen. NBC News.
https://www.nbcnews.com/think/opinion/democrats-trump-impeachment-inquiry-should-revisit-testimony-michael-
cohen-ncna1063471

'Morning Joe' Hosts Accuse Trump of Blackmailing, Threatening Them Over 'National Enquirer' Story. Newsweek.
https://www.newsweek.com/trump-morning-joe-mika-scarborough-630306
Watch: Don Lemon Slams Trump After CNN Receives Death Threats Over 'Fake News,' Asks President 'What
Grade Are You In?' Newsweek. https://www.newsweek.com/watch-don-lemon-slams-trump-cnn-death-threats-fake-
news-789235
Jake Tapper's Outraged Reaction to CNN Trump Town Hall. Newsweek. https://www.newsweek.com/jake-tapper-
cnn-town-hall-donald-trump-1799591
Trump calls for "fake news" networks to have licenses revoked. Newsweek. https://www.newsweek.com/trump-
media-nbc-abc-fcc-license-revoked-fees-2118632

Trump Tells Woodward He Deliberately Downplayed Coronavirus Threat. NPR.
https://www.npr.org/2020/09/10/911368698/trump-tells-woodward-he-deliberately-downplayed-coronavirus-threat
Trump calls for FCC to revoke ABC and NBC licenses. NPR. https://www.npr.org/2025/08/25/nx-s1-5515480/fcc-
abc-nbc-reviews
MSNBC fires host Joy Reid. NPR. https://www.npr.org/2025/02/25/g-s1-50551/joy-reid-msnbc-fired
Fox News to Trump's White House: new president taps 19 people with network ties. NPR.
https://www.npr.org/2025/01/20/nx-s1-5268791/fox-news-trump-inauguration
'My Year Of Guards And Guns': Megyn Kelly On Standing Up To Trump And Ailes. NPR.
https://www.npr.org/2016/11/15/502042198/my-year-of-guards-and-guns-megyn-kelly-on-standing-up-to-trump-and-
ailes
Trump files $15 billion defamation lawsuit against 'New York Times'. NPR. https://www.npr.org/2025/09/16/nx-s1-
5543030/donald-trump-nytimes-lawsuit
Rupert Murdoch says Fox stars 'endorsed' lies about 2020. He chose not to stop them. NPR.
https://www.npr.org/2023/02/28/1159819849/fox-news-dominion-voting-rupert-murdoch-2020-election-fraud
Michael Cohen, Trump's ex-fixer, testifies about hush money payment to Stormy Daniels. NPR.
https://www.npr.org/2024/05/13/1250844236/trump-trial-michael-cohen

What Woodward recordings reveal about Trump's pandemic response. PBS News.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/show/audio-recordings-prove-trump-lied-about-coronavirus-danger
Kimmel suspension highlights Trump's growing power over U.S. media landscape. PBS News.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/kimmel-suspension-highlights-trumps-growing-power-over-u-s-media-
landscape
Trump's moves against media outlets mirror authoritarian approaches to silencing dissent. PBS News.
https://www.pbs.org/newshour/politics/trumps-moves-against-media-outlets-mirror-authoritarian-approaches-to-

Newsweek

NPR

PBS
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silencing-dissent

President Trump said he 'brought back free speech.' His first 100 days tell a different story. PolitiFact.
https://www.politifact.com/article/2025/apr/29/donald-trump-free-speech-First-Amendment-100-days/

Trump calls to 'challenge' NBC's license. FCC responds: 'Not how it works'. The San Diego Union-Tribune.
https://www.sandiegouniontribune.com/opinion/the-conversation/sd-could-trump-revoke-nbc-license-after-nuclear-
arsenal-report-20171011-htmlstory.html

'Morning Joe' Hosts: Trump, National Enquirer Blackmailed Us Over Coverage. Talking Points Memo.
https://talkingpointsmemo.com/livewire/morning-joe-national-enquirer-trump-blackmail

Donald Trump calls Anderson Cooper 'Allison' as an insult: 'Third-grade gay taunt'. The Advocate.
https://www.advocate.com/politics/donald-trump-anderson-cooper-allison

Chuck Todd Reveals Violent Attack After He Criticized Trump. The Daily Beast.
https://www.thedailybeast.com/chuck-todd-reveals-unsettling-incident-at-his-home-after-criticizing-trump/
Fox Host Bret Baier Says 'Fake News' Trump to Blame for Media Distrust. The Daily Beast.
https://www.thedailybeast.com/fox-host-bret-baier-says-fake-news-trump-to-blame-for-media-distrust/
Donald Trump Melts Down at News Outlets Questioning Iran Damage. The Daily Beast.
https://www.thedailybeast.com/donald-trump-melts-down-at-news-outlets-questioning-iran-damage/

'Executive Watch': The breadth and depth of the Trump administration's threat to the First Amendment — First
Amendment News 465. The Foundation for Individual Rights and Expression.
https://www.thefire.org/news/blogs/ronald-kl-collins-first-amendment-news/executive-watch-breadth-and-depth-
trump
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Talking Points Memo
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Trump Doubles Down on Demand That CNN, NY Times Fire 'Fake News Reporters' After Iran Coverage. TheWrap.
https://www.thewrap.com/trump-iran-fake-news-cnn-new-york-times-reporters-fired/

Fox's 2020 Arizona call was a political earthquake. Could it happen again? The Washington Post.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/style/media/2024/11/04/fox-news-election-night-projections-process/
Trump allies push back on Fox News's Arizona call. The Washington Post.
https://www.washingtonpost.com/video/politics/trump-allies-push-back-on-fox-newss-arizona-
call/2020/11/04/26f513a0-117d-492c-859d-43152f7ec394_video.html
Shepard Smith, a Trump target, blasts 'vilification' of journalists in his first post-Fox News speech. The Washington
Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/nation/2019/11/22/shepard-smith-trump-blasts-vilification-media-first-
speech-post-fox-news/
Shepard Smith, Fox News veteran anchor and frequent Trump target, abruptly resigns from the network. The
Washington Post. https://www.washingtonpost.com/lifestyle/style/shepard-smith-resigns-from-fox-
news/2019/10/11/737953b8-ec61-11e9-85c0-85a098e47b37_story.html

Joe Scarborough and Mika Brzezinski: Trump and team threatened us with National Enquirer story. Washington
Times. https://www.washingtontimes.com:443/news/2017/jun/30/joe-scarborough-and-mika-brzezinski-trump-and-
team/

Donald Trump threatens NBC over nuclear report. The Week. https://theweek.com/donald-trump/88954/donald-
trump-threatens-nbc-over-nuclear-report

Why Trump Can't Revoke NBC and ABC News' Licenses. TIME. https://time.com/7312097/trump-abc-nbc-media-
threats/

Reporters Without Borders Sounds Alarm on US Press Freedom Under Trump. Truthout.
https://truthout.org/articles/reporters-without-borders-sounds-alarm-on-us-press-freedom-under-trump/
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Trump suggests challenging TV network licenses over 'fake news'. U.S. House of Representatives.
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/IF/IF16/20230328/115561/HHRG-118-IF16-20230328-SD075.pdf

Trump Again Pushes US Agency to Revoke NBC, ABC Station Licenses. U.S. News & World Report.
https://www.usnews.com/news/top-news/articles/2025-08-25/trump-again-pushes-us-agency-to-revoke-nbc-abc-
station-licenses
A Timeline of Trump Legal Fights With Media Organizations. U.S. News & World Report.
https://www.usnews.com/news/us/articles/2025-09-18/a-timeline-of-trump-legal-fights-with-media-organizations

Trump Ordered Gary Cohn to Pressure DOJ to Block AT&T-Time Warner Merger (Report). Variety.
https://variety.com/2019/politics/news/trump-ordered-gary-cohn-to-pressure-doj-to-block-att-time-warner-merger-
report-1203154149/
Trump Angrily Calls for CNN to Fire Reporter Over Iran Nuclear Strikes Story. Variety.
https://variety.com/2025/tv/news/trump-cnn-fire-reporter-iran-nuclear-strikes-thrown-out-like-a-dog-1236440458/
How Donald Trump News Media Attacks Undermine the First Amendment. Variety.
https://variety.com/2025/biz/news/donald-trump-attacks-news-media-first-amendment-1236460374/

CNN controversies. Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CNN_controversies
Donald Trump's conflict with the media. Wikipedia.
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Donald_Trump's_conflict_with_the_media
CNN v. Trump. Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/CNN_v._Trump
Jim Acosta. Wikipedia. https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Jim_Acosta

Trump Threatens NBC, ABC Licenses Over News Coverage. Yahoo Finance.
https://finance.yahoo.com/news/trump-threatens-nbc-abc-licenses-030745625.html

Trump Claims That MSNBC Host Nicolle Wallace 'Will Be Fired Soon'. Yahoo!
https://www.yahoo.com/news/articles/trump-claims-msnbc-host-nicolle-112951700.html
Neil Cavuto, frequent Trump target, exits Fox News after 28 years. Yahoo! https://www.yahoo.com/news/neil-
cavuto-frequent-trump-target-195320484.html
Trump rips CNN and MSNBC as 'Scum!' in expletive-laden White House rant: Media are out 'to demean me'.
Yahoo! https://www.yahoo.com/news/trump-rips-cnn-msnbc-scum-150047793.html
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