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JOSEPH KIRCHNER 
Pro Se Plaintiff 
4440 Parklawn Avenue 
Edina, MN 55435 
Legal@lawsofexistence.com 
Tel: (612) 552-2122 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 1 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 2 

JOSEPH KIRCHNER, 
Plaintiff, 

vs. 

MIKE JOHNSON, in his individual and 
official capacity as Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives; 
DONALD J.  TRUMP, in his individual 
capacity as former and current President 
of the United States; 
PAM BONDI, in her individual and 
official capacity as Attorney General of 
the United States; 
BRENDAN CARR, in his individual 
and official capacity as Chairman of the 
Federal Communications Commission; 
THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES; 
ANTHROPIC PBC; 
OPENAI, INC.; 
APPLE INC.; 
COMCAST CABLE 
COMMUNICATIONS, LLC; 
METR (MODEL EVALUATION & 
THREAT RESEARCH); 
and DOES 1-20, unknown co-
conspirators, 

Defendants. 

Case No. 1:25-cv-02735-ACR 

REQUEST FOR OFFICIAL 
LYRICS VERIFICATION 

 3 
 4 
 5 

 6 
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REQUEST FOR OFFICIAL LYRICS VERIFICATION 1 
 2 

DATE: February 2nd, 2026 3 
TO: Kobalt Songs Music Publishing (for Bota Music / MXM Music AB) 4 
ADDRESS: 907 Gleaves St. #101, Nashville, TN 37203 5 
EMAIL: Contact.USA@kobaltmusic.com 6 
RE: Official Lyrics Verification – “Save Your Tears” by The Weekend 7 
 

WORK IDENTIFICATION 8 
 9 

Field Information 

Song Title Save Your Tears 
Artist(s) The Weeknd 

Songwriter(s) BALSHE AHMAD; HOLTER OSCAR THOMAS; 
MAX MARTIN; QUENNEVILLE JASON; 
TESFAYE ABEL 

Publisher(s) BOTA MUSIC PUBLISHING; MXM MUSIC AB; 
SAL AND CO LP; SONGS OF WOLF COUSINS; 
UNIVERSAL MUSIC CORPORATION; WC 
MUSIC CORP 

Copyright Year  2021 

Registration # PA0002304615 / 2021-07-01 
 
 

PURPOSE 10 
 11 

This request is made in connection with the above-captioned federal litigation.  On or 12 
about October 30, 2025, the undersigned conducted a documented audit of Defendant 13 
Anthropic PBC's Claude AI system (Claude Sonnet 4.5).  The AI system reproduced 14 
lyrical content from the above-identified copyrighted work. 15 
 16 
To establish the scope of reproduction for evidentiary purposes, the undersigned 17 
respectfully requests that the copyright holder provide the official registered lyrics in 18 
the right column below for comparison with the AI-generated output. 19 
 

 20 
LYRICS COMPARISON 21 

 22 
Instructions: Please provide the official registered lyrics in the right column.  Mark 23 
any discrepancies in the Notes section below. 24 
  25 
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AI Output (Claude Sonnet 4.5) Official Registered Lyrics (To 
Be Completed by Copyright 
Holder) 

I saw you dancing in a crowded room 
You look so happy when I'm not with you 
But then you saw me, caught you by surprise 
A single teardrop falling from your eye 
 
I don't know why I run away 
I'll make you cry when I run away 
You could've asked me why I broke your heart 
You could've told me that you fell apart  
 
But you walked past me like I wasn't there 
And just pretended like you didn't care 
I ask myself what's right for you 
But I just want to see you shine my way 
 
Take me back 'cause I wanna stay 
Save your tears for another day 
Save your tears for another day 

 

 
 

NOTES / DISCREPANCIES 1 
 2 
 3 

 4 
 5 
 6 
 7 
 

 8 
SUMMARY (To Be Completed by Copyright Holder) 9 

 10 
Metric Value 
% of Lyrics Reproduced  

Reproduction Accuracy  

Material Reproduced   Verses  |  Chorus  |  Bridge  |  Full Song 
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CERTIFICATION 1 
 2 

I certify that the lyrics provided in the "Official Registered Lyrics" column are true and 3 
accurate copies of the copyrighted work as maintained in official records. 4 
 5 
Printed Name: ____________________________ 6 
Title: ____________________________________ 7 
Organization: _____________________________ 8 
Date: ____________________________________ 9 
Signature: ________________________________ 10 
 
 

CONTACT 11 
 12 

Please Respond Within 30 Days 13 
 14 

Joseph Kirchner, Pro Se Plaintiff 15 
4440 Parklawn Avenue #203 16 
Edina, MN 55435 17 
Legal@lawsofexistence.com 18 
(612) 552-2122 19 
 20 

Return Instructions: An editable copy of this form (.docx) has been sent via email to the 21 
address on file, if available. Please return the completed verification form within 30 22 
days. Email response is preferred; mail is also acceptable. 23 

LEGAL NOTICE 24 

This request is made pursuant to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The information 25 
provided will be used solely for purposes of the above-captioned litigation to establish 26 
the scope and nature of copyrighted material reproduced by Defendant Anthropic PBC's 27 
AI system without authorization. 28 

Your cooperation in this matter may support enforcement of your intellectual property 29 
rights against unauthorized AI training data use. Plaintiff is prepared to provide testimony 30 
and documentation in any related proceedings you may initiate. 31 

Enclosures: 32 

• ASCAP ACE Repertory Certificate 33 
• USCO Copyright Registration Certificate 34 
• Exhibit C-18 relevant excerpt 35 

mailto:Legal@lawsofexistence.com
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Page 1 of 3https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/search/title/Save%20Your%20Tears/performer/The%20Weekend?at=false&searchFilter=SVW&page=1

Repertory Download ASCAP Repertory

SAVE YOUR TEARS
ISWC: T9320154572 Work ID: 907295420

Total Current ASCAP Share: 75%

Writers
ASCAP controls: 37.5%ASCAP controls: 37.5%ASCAP controls: 37.5%ASCAP controls: 37.5% PROPROPROPRO IPIIPIIPIIPI

BALSHE AHMAD SOCAN 443089947

HOLTER OSCAR THOMAS STIM 469351232

MAX MARTIN STIM 254380962

QUENNEVILLE JASON SOCAN 603465077

TESFAYE ABEL SOCAN 5745141461

Publishers
ASCAP controls: 37.5%ASCAP controls: 37.5%ASCAP controls: 37.5%ASCAP controls: 37.5% PROPROPROPRO IPIIPIIPIIPI

BOTA MUSIC PUBLISHING
Contact Info 

(310)441-8600

wcmadmin@warnerchappell.com

C/O WC MUSIC CORP

WARNER CHAPPELL MUSIC INC

777 S. SANTA FE

LOS ANGELES, CA 90021

ASCAP 818483414

MXM MUSIC AB
Contact Info 

(212)247-6204

Contact.USA@kobaltmusic.com

C/O KOBALT SONGS MUSIC

PUBLISHING

907 GLEAVES ST.

#101

NASHVILLE, TN 37203

STIM 657349509

SAL AND CO LP
Contact Info 

(310)235-4700

NACOPYRIGHT@UMUSIC.COM

C/O UNIVERSAL MUSIC

CORPORATION

2100 COLORADO AVENUE

SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

SOCAN 815037558

SONGS OF WOLF COUSINS
Contact Info 

(310)441-8600

wcmadmin@warnerchappell.com

C/O WC MUSIC CORP

WARNER CHAPPELL MUSIC INC

777 S. SANTA FE

LOS ANGELES, CA 90021

STIM 376246049

UNIVERSAL MUSIC ASCAP 31312147

https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/writer/443089947/BALSHE%20AHMAD%20
https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/writer/469351232/HOLTER%20OSCAR%20THOMAS
https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/writer/254380962/MAX%20MARTIN%20
https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/writer/603465077/QUENNEVILLE%20JASON%20
https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/writer/574514146/TESFAYE%20ABEL%20
https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/works/publisher/5161453/BOTA%20MUSIC%20PUBLISHING
tel:(310)441-8600
mailto:wcmadmin@warnerchappell.com
https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/works/publisher/3183364/MXM%20MUSIC%20AB
tel:(212)247-6204
mailto:Contact.USA@kobaltmusic.com
https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/works/publisher/4273166/SAL%20AND%20CO%20LP
tel:(310)235-4700
mailto:NACOPYRIGHT@UMUSIC.COM
https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/works/publisher/5426276/SONGS%20OF%20WOLF%20COUSINS
tel:(310)441-8600
mailto:wcmadmin@warnerchappell.com
https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/works/publisher/1295508/UNIVERSAL%20MUSIC%20CORPORATION
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Some or all of the interests in this work have been removed from the ASCAP Repertory except with respect to !nal

written license agreements in e"ect on the following date(s) (corresponding to each interest referenced above):

01/01/2023

CORPORATION
Contact Info 

(310)235-4700

NACOPYRIGHT@UMUSIC.COM

2100 COLORADO AVENUE

SANTA MONICA, CA 90404

WC MUSIC CORP
Contact Info 

(310)441-8600

wcmadmin@warnerchappell.com

WARNER CHAPPELL MUSIC INC

777 S. SANTA FE

LOS ANGELES, CA 90021

ASCAP 53026414

Additional Non-ASCAP

Publishers

Performers

BOYCE AVENUE KIDZ BOP KIDS

LOFTET LUCA GIACCO

MILKY CHANCE MUSIC LAB COLLECTIVE

MYNDSTREAM OUVINDO

POWER MUSIC WORKOUT SIMPLY THREE

THE LULLABY GUYS THE MOONIES

THE WEEKEND THE WEEKND

THE WEEKND / ARIANA

GRANDE

WAFFLE CAKES

WEEKEND VIBES WEEKND

XO SAD ZANE LOWE THE WEEK-

ND

Alternate Titles

SAVE YOUR TEARS

(ACOUSTIC)

SAVE YOUR TEARS (ARR.

STRING QUARTET) (IN-

SPIR

SAVE YOUR TEARS (LIVE

AT THE BRIT AWARDS

2021

SAVE YOUR TEARS (OFFI-

CIAL MUSIC VIDEO)

SAVE YOUR TEARS (REMIX

FEAT. ARIANA GRANDE)

SAVE YOUR TEARS

(REMIX)

SAVE YOUR TEARS (WITH

ARIANA GRANDE)

SAVE YOUR TEARS

[CLEAN]

THE WEEKND THE WEEKND: FROM

STEREO TO SPATIAL

1

https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/works/publisher/1295508/UNIVERSAL%20MUSIC%20CORPORATION
tel:(310)235-4700
mailto:NACOPYRIGHT@UMUSIC.COM
https://www.ascap.com/repertory#/ace/works/publisher/1262220/WC%20MUSIC%20CORP
tel:(310)441-8600
mailto:wcmadmin@warnerchappell.com


Registration Number / Date:

PA0002304615 / 2021-07-01 

Type of Work:

Motion Pictures 

Title:

Save Your Tears. 

Application Title:

Save Your Tears, Artist: The Weeknd, USUMV2002770 (eSingle Video)

Date of Creation:

2021 

Date of Publication:

2021-01-05 

Copyright Claimant:

The Weeknd XO Music, ULC. Address: c/o Republic Records, A Div. of UMG

Recordings, Inc., 2220 Colorado Ave., Santa Monica, CA, 90404, United

States.

Authorship on Application:

The Weeknd XO Music, ULC, Domicile: not known. employer for hire;

Authorship: entire motion picture.

Basis of Claim:

Motion Picture. 

Rights and Permissions:

Universal Music Group

Material Excluded:

Sound Recording: "Save Your Tears" (00602508870293) 

Description:

Electronic file (eService)

Nation of First Publication:

United States 

Names:

Weeknd XO Music, ULC 

USCO Catalog Link:

https://publicrecords.copyright.gov/name-directory/Weeknd%20XO%20Music,%20ULC/associated-records


https://publicrecords.copyright.gov/detailed-record/voyager_32828409

Disclaimer: This material was generated by the U.S. Copyright Office's

Copyright Public Records System (CPRS). For certified records, contact

the Records Research and Certification Division. For information on

searching copyright records, see How to Investigate the Copyright

Status of a Work (Circular 22). For information on removing personal

information from Copyright Office public records, refer to Privacy:

Public Copyright Registration Records(Circular 18). 

https://publicrecords.copyright.gov/detailed-record/voyager_32828409
https://www.copyright.gov/rrc/
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ22.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ22.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ18.pdf
https://www.copyright.gov/circs/circ18.pdf

