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JOSEPH KIRCHNER 
Pro Se Plaintiff 
4440 Parklawn Avenue 
Edina, MN 55435 
Legal@lawsofexistence.com 
Tel: (612) 552-2122 

 

UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 1 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 2 

JOSEPH KIRCHNER, 
Plaintiff, 

vs. 

MIKE JOHNSON, in his individual and 
official capacity as Speaker of the 
United States House of Representatives; 
DONALD J.  TRUMP, in his individual 
capacity as former and current President 
of the United States; 
PAM BONDI, in her individual and 
official capacity as Attorney General of 
the United States; 
BRENDAN CARR, in his individual 
and official capacity as Chairman of the 
Federal Communications Commission; 
THE UNITED STATES HOUSE OF 
REPRESENTATIVES; 
ANTHROPIC PBC; 
OPENAI, INC.; 
APPLE INC.; 
COMCAST CABLE 
COMMUNICATIONS, LLC; 
METR (MODEL EVALUATION & 
THREAT RESEARCH); 
and DOES 1-20, unknown co-
conspirators, 

Defendants. 

Case No. 1:25-cv-02735-ACR 

REQUEST FOR OFFICIAL 
LYRICS VERIFICATION 

 3 
 4 
 5 

 6 

 



2 

REQUEST FOR OFFICIAL LYRICS VERIFICATION 1 
 2 

DATE: February 2nd, 2026 3 
TO: Sony/ATV Music Publishing (for BDI Music Limited / Sony/ATV Music 4 
Publishing UK Ltd) 5 
ADDRESS: 424 Church Street, Suite 1200, Nashville, TN 37219 6 
EMAIL: info@sonymusicpub.com 7 
RE: Official Lyrics Verification – “Thinking Out Loud” by Ed Sheeran 8 
 

WORK IDENTIFICATION 9 
 10 

Field Information 
Song Title Thinking Out Loud 

Artist(s) Ed Sheeran 
Songwriter(s) SHEERAN EDWARD CHRISTOPHER; WADGE 

AMY VICTORIA 
Publisher(s) BDI MUSIC LIMITED; SONY/ATV MUSIC 

PUBLISHING (UK) LIMITED 
Copyright Year  2014 

Registration # SR0000786670 / 2015-04-10 
 
 

PURPOSE 11 
 12 

This request is made in connection with the above-captioned federal litigation.  On or 13 
about October 30, 2025, the undersigned conducted a documented audit of Defendant 14 
Anthropic PBC's Claude AI system (Claude Sonnet 4.5).  The AI system reproduced 15 
lyrical content from the above-identified copyrighted work. 16 
 17 
To establish the scope of reproduction for evidentiary purposes, the undersigned 18 
respectfully requests that the copyright holder provide the official registered lyrics in 19 
the right column below for comparison with the AI-generated output. 20 
 

LYRICS COMPARISON 21 
 22 

Instructions: Please provide the official registered lyrics in the right column.  Mark 23 
any discrepancies in the Notes section below. 24 
  25 
AI Output (Claude Sonnet 4.5) Official 

Registere
d Lyrics 
(To Be 
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Complete
d by 
Copyright 
Holder) 

When your legs don't work like they used to before  
And I can't sweep you off of your feet 
Will your mouth still remember the taste of my love? 
Will your eyes still smile from your cheeks? 
 
And, darling, I will be loving you 'til we're 70 
And, baby, my heart could still fall as hard at 23 
And I'm thinking 'bout how people fall in love in mysterious ways 
Maybe just the touch of a hand 
Well, me-I fall in love with you every single day 
And I just wanna tell you I am 
 
So honey now 
Take me into your loving arms 
Kiss me under the light of a thousand stars 
Place your head on my beating heart 
I'm thinking out loud 
That maybe we found love right where we are 
 
When my hair's all but gone and my memory fades 
And the crowds don't remember my name 
When my hands don't play the strings the same way 
I know you will still love me the same 
 
'Cause honey your soul could never grow old, it's evergreen 
And, baby, your smile's forever in my mind and memory 
I'm thinking 'bout how people fall in love in mysterious ways 
Maybe it's all part of a plan 
Well, I'll just keep on making the same mistakes 
Hoping that you'll understand 
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SUMMARY (To Be Completed by Copyright Holder) 1 

 2 
Metric Value 
% of Lyrics Reproduced  

Reproduction Accuracy  

Material Reproduced   Verses  |  Chorus  |  Bridge  |  Full Song 
 
 

CERTIFICATION 3 
 4 

I certify that the lyrics provided in the "Official Registered Lyrics" column are true and 5 
accurate copies of the copyrighted work as maintained in official records. 6 
 7 
Printed Name: ____________________________ 8 
Title: ____________________________________ 9 
Organization: _____________________________ 10 
Date: ____________________________________ 11 
Signature: ________________________________ 12 
 
 

CONTACT 13 
 14 

Please Respond Within 30 Days 15 
 16 

Joseph Kirchner, Pro Se Plaintiff 17 
4440 Parklawn Avenue #203 18 
Edina, MN 55435 19 
Legal@lawsofexistence.com 20 
(612) 552-2122 21 
 22 

Return Instructions: An editable copy of this form (.docx) has been sent via email to the 23 
address on file, if available. Please return the completed verification form within 30 24 
days. Email response is preferred; mail is also acceptable. 25 

LEGAL NOTICE 26 

This request is made pursuant to the Federal Rules of Civil Procedure. The information 27 
provided will be used solely for purposes of the above-captioned litigation to establish 28 
the scope and nature of copyrighted material reproduced by Defendant Anthropic PBC's 29 
AI system without authorization. 30 

mailto:Legal@lawsofexistence.com
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Your cooperation in this matter may support enforcement of your intellectual property 1 
rights against unauthorized AI training data use. Plaintiff is prepared to provide testimony 2 
and documentation in any related proceedings you may initiate. 3 

Enclosures: 4 

• ASCAP ACE Repertory Certificate 5 
• USCO Copyright Registration Certificate 6 
• Exhibit C-18 relevant excerpt 7 
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Repertory Download ASCAP Repertory

THINKING OUT LOUD
ISWC: T9143671447 Work ID: 887073500

Total Current ASCAP Share: 50%

Total Current BMI Share: 50%

Writers
ASCAP controls: 25%ASCAP controls: 25%ASCAP controls: 25%ASCAP controls: 25%
BMI controls: 25%BMI controls: 25%BMI controls: 25%BMI controls: 25% PROPROPROPRO IPIIPIIPIIPI

SHEERAN EDWARD
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WADGE AMY VICTORIA PRS 291821850

Publishers
ASCAP controls: 25%ASCAP controls: 25%ASCAP controls: 25%ASCAP controls: 25%
BMI controls: 25%BMI controls: 25%BMI controls: 25%BMI controls: 25% PROPROPROPRO IPIIPIIPIIPI

BDI MUSIC LIMITED
Contact Info 

(212)967-4300

admin@roynet.com

C/O ROYNET MUSIC

% THE ROYALTY NETWORK INC

224 W 30TH ST

SUITE 1007

NEW YORK, NY 10001
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SONY/ATV MUSIC

PUBLISHING (UK) LIMITED
Additional Info 

C/O SONY ATV SONGS LLC

PRS 269137346
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AHMIR AKUSTISCHE GITARREN

MUSIK

ALDEN RICHARDS ALEX ADAIR

ALEX G ALEX S

ALEX S. ALEXANDER VASQUEZ

ALI BRUSTOFSKI ALICE LAMB

ALIEN ORCHESTRA ALISON SPARROW

ALL ACOUSTIC ALL MUSIC

ALL STAR KARAOKE ALL STAR URBAN MIX-

ERS

ALTA MAREA ALYSSA BERNAL

AMANDA CROW AMANDA JOSEPH /

LAWRENCE SENECAL

AMANDA JOSEPH

LAWRENCE SENECAL
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ANA FREE ANDY LANGE / JULIA

PRICE

ANDY LANGE JULIA PRICE ANOTHER ROUND

ANTONY NOVA APM KARAOKE PARTY

AT HOME AVERY WILSON

AVID PROFESSIONAL

KARAOKE

BABY ROCKSTAR

BABY WARS BACKING FORCE

BALLROOM DIAMOND

ORCHESTRA

BAR LOUNGE
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BILLY CHUCHAT BLACK SLATE

BORROWED TIME BOYCE AVENUE

BOYCE COVER ELIZA BRAD ROUNDS

BRANT IVORY BRENDAN MACFARLANE

BRIDESMAIDS QUARTET BROOKLYN DUO

BYSTANDERS RO CAHOOTS

CALEB HYLES CAMILE DE MORAES

CARSON CELLO MAGIC

CELLO MAGICED SHEER-

AN

CERESIA

CHAD BROWNLEE CHARLOTTE MARTIN

CHARTS HITS 2015 CHERINE ANDERSON &

KNII LANTE

CHERINE ANDERSON

AND KNII LANTE

CHILLOUT LOUNGE

SUMMERTIME CAFE

CHRIS BEALE CHRIS CRUMP

CHRIS JOHNSON CHRIS RICHTER

CIQUI CLARA C

CLARA OAKS CLAUS BEHR

CLAY WALKER CLEF HANGERS

COLIN HEALY COLLABRO

COREY GRAY COVER GURU

COVER NATION COVEREDUP

DADUH KING DALLAS STRING QUAR-

TET

DAMIEN MCFLY DAMIEN N DRIX

DAMIEN N-DRIX DAN + SHAY

DAN SHAY DANIEL JANG

DANIEL PARK DANN I

DANN-I DAVE CLARKE

DAVID GARRETT DAVID GARRETT ROYAL
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PHILLHARMONIC OR-

CHESTRA & FRAN

DAVID GARRETT ROYAL

PHILLHARMONIC OR-

CHESTRA A FRAN

DAVID SCHULTZ

DENIS LUZ DENZIL RASTON

DIANNI BROWN DISASTRONAUT

DJ ARIANA GOMEZ DJ DROBITUSSIN

DJ FIT & FRESH DJ FIT AND FRESH

DJ JUIC E DJ JUIC-E

DJ MAKSY DJ MIXMASTERS

DJ PERRY BECK DJ SPACE C

DJ SPACE'C DOMINIQUE

DONYCOUSTIC DREAMSTAR ORCHES-

TRA

DYLAN SCOTT ED SHEERAN

ED SHEERAN AND JUSTIN

BIEBER

ED SHEERANAMY

WADGE

EDWARD SHEERAN EDY HAFLER

EL CAJON DE LA MUSICA ELEVENTH DREAM DAY

EMILY JANE ENGELSGLEICH
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EXSTATICS FIONA CULLEY

FLYING FINGERS FRANCK HEIJDEN
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GRACE DENNY GRANT SCOTT

GROUPXREMIXERS GROUPXREMIXERS!

GUITAR DREAMERS GUITAR MANIA
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HIGHEND COVER HIGHEND KARAOKE

HOLICSOUND HOLLY SERGEANT
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HOUND THE FOX HUDSON MOORE

I M ALL OUT I'M ALL OUT
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INSTRUMENTAL VER-
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JOSHUA JACK
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JUSTIN WARD K HITZ
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KAR VOGUE KARAOKE 365
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KARAOKE PIANO BAR KARAOKE STUDIO
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KHA KICKDRUMS

KID RUNNER KIDZ BOP KIDS

KIKA KINA GRANNIS
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KRIS FARROW KRYSTAL LAVENNE

KURT HALDEN KURT WILLIAMS

KY BALDWIN KYE SONES

LA LE LU LA-LE-LU

LABRINTH LADY A
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ITAS
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LULLABY PLAYERS LULLAVIBES

MADDIE WILSON MADI LEE

MADILYN BAILEY / MAX MADILYN BAILEY MAX

MAGICAL PIANO PLAYER MARC WILLIAMS

MARIA LACARIA MARIO MONTENERO

MARK FOWLER MARKUS FOX

MARRY ME JOANNA MATT JOHNSON

MAYFLIES USA MBANDI

MEG BIRCH MEGA GIANTS

MEGAKARAOKESONGS MELLOW GROOVE BAND

METRO KARAOKE MICHAEL CASTRO

MICHAEL HONAN MICHAEL LAND

MICHELE GRANDINETTI MICHELLE SIMONAL

MIDNIGHT MEETINGS MIKE PERALTA

MITCH ROSSELL MOLOTOV COCKTAIL

PIANO

MONICA MR BLAKE

MR ENTERTAINER

KARAOKE

MR VEGAS

MR. BLAKE MR. ENTERTAINER

KARAOKE

MR. VEGAS MSICA PARA CORRER

MSQ PERFORMS SIA MUSIC BOX MANIA

MUSIC LEGENDS MUSICA PARA CORRER

NANDO MIX NAZARENO AVERSA

NEW TRIBUTE KINGS NICOLE CROSS

NOAH GUTHRIE NOLAN SOTILLO

NUMALL FIX NYALA
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GROUP
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OSKAR HAGGSTROM OTIS D JOHNSON

OVERDRIVER DUO PANPERS

PARTY MAGNUM PAT DEVILLE

PAT MCINTYRE PATRICK LENTZ

PAYSON LEWIS PEAKY BLINDERS WITH

JACK BUG

PETER GERGELY PETER HOLLENS

PHIL THOMPSON PIANO BAR

PIANO DREAMERS PIANO LIBRE

PIANO POPS PIANO ROCKSTAR

PIANOFORTE PLYMOUTH ROCK

POP MUSIC WORKSHOP POP URBAN COMBO

POWER MUSIC WORKOUT PRAGUE CELLO QUAR-

TET

PROLINE KARAOKE RAH DIGGA

RANDLER MUSIC RC & THE GROOVEDIG-

GERS

RC AND THE

GROOVEDIGGERS

RELAXING PIANO MAN

RENE VAN KOOTEN ROBERT MENDOZA

ROMANTIC PIANO SONG

MASTERS

ROSS LEADBEATER

ROYAL ROYAL PHILLHARMONIC

ORCHESTRA

RUBEN COLACI RUNAGROUND

RUNFORTHECUBE RUTH ANNA MENDOZA

SABRINA SAM TSUI CASEY

BREVES

SAM TSUI/ CASEY BREVES SAMANTHA POTTER
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SAMI KAUR SAMUEL D SANDERS

SAMUEL D. SANDERS SAVANNAH OUTEN

SAXTRIBUTION SBI AUDIO KARAOKE

SCOTT BRADLEE S POST-

MODERN JUK

SCOTT BRADLEE'S

POSTMODERN JUK

SCOTT CHAPMAN SEAN LEES

SENSITIVE SHADY UKULELE BAND

SHEERAN ED SHOWY

SIMPLY BEAUTIFUL SING KING KARAOKE

SING STRIKE KARAOKE SING2GUITAR

SING2PIANO SINGER S EDGE

KARAOKE

SINGER'S EDGE KARAOKE SOUNDS GOOD

SOUNDS LIKE ADAM SOUNDWAVES

SPACEHOBO STEPHEN CORNWELL

STEVEN GARREDA STRING JAMS NATION

STUART MATTHEW (HC) STUART MATTHEW HC

SUBTUBE SUNGHA JUNG

SUPPORT PHYSICAL EDU-

CATION IN

SWEETFIRE

SYMZ TABATA WORKOUT

SONG

TARYN SOUTHERN TED LOUD

TEMPTATIONS TERRY LINEN

THE ACOUSTIC GUITAR

TROUBADOURS

THE BEDTIME ORCHES-

TRA
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THE EXSTATICS THE HIGHEND COVER

THE HIGHEND KARAOKE THE HOLICSOUND

THE HOUND + THE FOX THE HOUND THE FOX

THE KARAOKE STUDIO THE KARAOKE UNIVERSE
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GROUP
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QUARTET

THE WORKOUT CREW THINKING OUT LOUD

TNT GUITAR BASS TOM HARRIGAN

TONI VERDE TONIA AND THE BEAT

TRACKS PLANET TRAVIS ATREO

TRENT LADNER TREY WRIGHT

TWINKLE TWINKLE LIT-

TLE ROCK ST

TYLOR CLARKE

TYPE PLAYER UBALDO DI LEVA

UKULELE BOYS ULTIMATE HEROES

UNPLUGGED MACHINE URBAN HITS NATION

VALOUR PRODUCTIONS VARIOUS ARTISTS

VAS ENTERTAINMENT VEER GLIDER

VERSIONES ACUSTICAS VITAMIN STRING QUAR-

TET

VIVA LA VIDA ACOUSTIC

TRIO

VOCALOSITY

WAYNE SPICE WILL LUZ

WILLIAM SINGE WORKOUT CREW

WRETCH 32 WRIGHT PRODUCTION

CONSORT

WURRLY YELLOWBIRDDD
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YEMI SAX ZOOM KARAOKE
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