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This argument establishes that the capacity for unconditional extension of moral consideration constitutes a necessary
transcendental condition for philosophical inquiry itself, making moral consideration logically prior to all philosophical
activity.

Premise 1: Definition of Consciousness Consciousness is the capacity for unconditional extension of moral
consideration to oneself and others.

Premise 2: Philosophy Requires Consciousness Philosophical inquiry necessarily presupposes conscious beings
capable of investigation, reasoning, and evaluation.

Premise 3: Self-Directed Moral Consideration Any philosophical inquiry requires the inquirer to extend moral
consideration to themselves sufficient to:

Sustain their existence through the inquiry process
Value their own capacity for understanding
Recognize their pursuit of knowledge as worthwhile

Premise 4: External-Directed Moral Consideration Philosophical inquiry about external reality necessarily
presupposes extending moral consideration to:

The external world as worthy of investigation
Truth itself as deserving of pursuit
Reality as meriting understanding
Other perspectives as worth engaging

Premise 5: Unconditionality Requirement This extension of moral consideration must be unconditional because it
occurs prior to discovering what the inquiry will reveal. One cannot conditionally extend moral consideration to truth
"only if it turns out favorable" - the consideration must be granted to truth as such, regardless of content.

Premise 6: Transcendental Necessity These moral consideration capacities must exist as conditions of possibility for
philosophical inquiry to occur at all, making them logically and temporally prior to any specific philosophical
investigation.

Transcendental Argument: Moral Consideration as
A Priori Condition of Philosophy
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1. Consciousness → Philosophy: No philosophical inquiry without conscious beings
2. Moral Consideration → Consciousness: No consciousness without moral consideration capacity
3. Unconditional Extension → Philosophy: No inquiry about external reality without unconditional moral

consideration of that reality
4. Therefore: Unconditional moral consideration capacity is a necessary a priori condition for philosophical inquiry

The capacity for unconditional extension of moral consideration is transcendentally necessary for
philosophical inquiry. All philosophy presupposes this capacity as a condition of its possibility, making moral
consideration logically prior to philosophical investigation.

Self-Reference Problem for Objections: Any philosophical argument against this position must employ philosophical
inquiry, which presupposes the very moral consideration capacity being denied, creating a performative contradiction.

Universality: This applies to all forms of philosophical inquiry - metaphysical, epistemological, ethical, aesthetic, or
logical - as each requires conscious engagement with reality deemed worthy of investigation.

A Priori Status: Moral consideration capacity is not derived from philosophical investigation but is rather the
transcendental condition that makes such investigation possible in the first place.

This argument employs the transcendental method pioneered by Kant but applies it to reveal moral consideration rather
than categories of understanding as the fundamental condition of possibility for human intellectual activity. Unlike
Kantian transcendental arguments that focus on cognitive structures, this argument identifies the moral dimension of
consciousness as foundational to all philosophical inquiry.
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